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Cardinals, Puffins, Shearwaters, oh my!  
This baby season we saw a lot of unusual species come 
through the Care Center. Additionally, we had the oppor-
tunity to assist an endangered Yellow-billed Cuckoo, who 
was successfully released a few weeks after his arrival. 

Perhaps the biggest success story this season was with 
our Cliff Swallows and Mourning Doves. Both species 
tend to stress easily; one behavior they exhibit while 
stressed is wing flapping, which over time can cause 
severe feather damage if housed in metal cages.  

Early this summer, Roberta Carr from the Songbird Team 
had been experimenting with a soft-sided reptile enclo-
sure for a lone Cliff Swallow and noticed this resulted 
in a dramatic improvement in feather quality. We were 

soon off on a quest to find more soft-sided enclosures.  
Eventually we settled on traveling dog crates with flex-
ible frames, netted coverings and zippered entrances.  
These enclosures are easily washed and collapse for 
compact storage. All Cliff Swallows and Mourning 
Doves are now residing in these enclosures and since 
they are no longer damaging their wings and tails, we 
can get them back into the wild much faster. Who 
would have thought that traveling dog crates would 
make great temporary homes for songbirds?

The baby season has ended, but there is still a lot 
going on at the Care Center, including special work-
shops and advanced volunteer trainings. If you want 
to be a part of Baby Season 2008, now is the time 
to get started!  
  

How You Can Help Wildlife Today
Project Wildlife is commtted to our mission of Conservation 
through Education and Wildlife Care. With the generosity of  
caring people working together, we can continue to return  
wildlife to their natural habitats. Your support insures that  
our important work will continue. Make a donation online  
today at www.projectwildlife.org
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The many ways  

YOU can help Wildlife!

The success and 
growth of Project 
Wildlife depends 
on your goodwill. 
Help ensure the  

future of San 
Diego County’s 

wildlife by  
creating a  

lasting legacy. 

Project Wildlife is a private, non-profit 501(c)(3) charity supported entirely by public 
donations and grants. Your donation is tax-deductible as permissible by law.

Make a General Donation 
Your contribution will benefit the animals entrusted in our care as well as important 
community programs. Donations can be made online at www.projectwildlife.org, 
at our Care Center or by simply calling our business office at (858)866-0555, x201.

Guild Membership
To find out how you too can become an esteemed Project Wildlife Guild Member 
as well as view a listing of the many wonderful benefits of membership go to www.
projectwildlife.org or contact our business office and join the monthly giving 
program that allows you to give conveniently and automatically!

Tribute Gifts
Make a donation in honor or memory of a loved one and we'll send a card to whomever 
you wish telling them about their gift and your donation. 

Vehicle Donations
A simple email or phone call can turn your car, motorcycle, boat or recreational vehicle 
into cash for Project Wildlife. Visit our website at www.projectwildlife.org for more 
information. 

Event Sponsorship
You or your company can help sponsor one of our special events or education 
presentations and receive special event promotions and recognition in return. For 
more information about opportunities and benefits, contact our business office.

Wish List
If you’re looking to donate some unwanted items or want to help out by purchasing a 
special item for the animals, check out our Wish List at www.projectwildlife.org to see 
what the animals and Project Wildlife need.

United Way/Combined Federal Campaign
Designate us as your charity of choice- it’s an easy way to make a big difference!

Matching Gift Programs
Have you ever wished you could give more to help animals? Many employers sponsor 
matching gift programs that match employee charitable contributions. Check with 
your employer about how your gift can go even further.

Bequests and Estates
Planned giving leaves legacy gifts that ensure Project Wildlife can continue aiding the 
county’s wildlife for many, many years to come. The simplest method of planned giving 
is to name Project Wildlife in your will or living trust. Gifts are usually cash, securities, 
life insurance and real estate. Living trusts may simplify estate planning and reduce 
tax burdens.

Two additional methods used in estate planning are the Charitable Gift Annuity and 
the Charitable Remainder Trust. Both usually involve appreciated real estate, provide 
you an income for life and may have significant tax savings. The remaining assets pass 
to Project Wildlife after the donor’s death. For more information, please contact Lisa 
Culver at (858)866-0555, x202.

Project Wildlife Care Center

Wildlife Care Center Hours 
Spring and Summer: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily
Fall and Winter: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily� 
Closed on Thanksgiving, Christmas  
and �New Year’s Day

Project Wildlife  
North County Care Site

San Diego County Department of Animal  
Services, North County Coastal Animal Shelter
2481 Palomar Airport Road, Carlsbad
Tuesday - Saturday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Project Wildlife business office 
4343 Morena Blvd. Suite 7
San Diego, CA 92117
858.866.0555
info@projectwildlife.org
www.projectwildlife.org

PROJECT WILDLIFE
4343 Morena Blvd.

Suite 7

San Diego, CA 92117

Wildlife Care Center goes Cuckoo!

PROJECT WILDLIFE

Each year Project Wildlife cares 
for more than 10,000 animals 
from 300 different species.

Over 500,000 volunteer hours 
are logged annually caring for sick, 
orphaned, and injured wildlife.

More than 30,000 individuals 
learned about San Diego’s  
biodiversity through the  
Project Wildlife Education  
Program each year.

Help MORE animals by becoming a Project Wildlife member. Your membership ensures 
that the maximum number of animals receive the care they need and will also further our 
conservation education program. Please visit us at www.projectwildlife.org for more 
information on the many benefits of membership.

PROJECT WILDLIFE

Despite the efforts of our capable staff and volun-
teers, not every story of the patients at our Care 
Centers has a happy ending. However, through 
the hard work and dedication of our staff and 
volunteers, Project Wildlife is able to rehabilitate 
thousands of animals each year, enabling them 
to overcome sometimes serious injuries to be 
released back into the wild.  

One example of this is a female, red-tailed hawk 
that was brought to our central Care Center by 
Marie Malloy of Wildlife Assist. Marie’s orga-
nization rescues hundreds of animals each year, 
bringing many of them to Project Wildlife for 
treatment. The hawk Marie brought in was very 
thin and dehydrated and x-rays confirmed a 
mid-shaft fracture in the right ulna (see photo 
below). Per instructions by our attending vet-
erinarian, Dr. Jane Meier, the hawk’s wing was 
wrapped to stabilize the break and for the next 
four days, she was kept at the Care Center, where 
she was force-fed, given fluids and medicated for 
pain. The hawk was then transferred to home 
care with Phoenix Gavett, where she started eat-
ing on her own and steadily gained weight.  Two 
weeks later, the wrap was removed and the hawk 
began a physical therapy regime.

Today, the hawk is doing great!  Her weight has 
almost doubled and after a pre-flight exam, she 
will go to one of our flight cages where she can 
fully recover and prepare for her future release.

Every time Project Wildlife is able to rehabilitate 
seriously-wounded animals such as this hawk, 
we are reminded of the importance of our work 
to the conservation of the wildlife of San Diego 
County. It is also a testament to our team of staff 
and volunteers, who use their skills and expe-
rience to create happy endings every day.  
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The continuing loss of habitat in San Diego County 
brings wildlife in contact with people now more than 
ever before and it is imperative that every citizen un-
derstands the importance of conserving habitat for 
wildlife. Project Wildlife’s public program, the con-
tinuing education of our volunteers and our efforts to 
partner with other animal groups enable us to further 
our mission: Conservation through Education and 
Wildlife Care.

Our public program offers topic-specific curricula that 
meet state school standards in the science and environ-
mental fields and pre- and post-presentation teacher 
packets are being developed to expand on the oral pre-
sentations. These presentations utilize non-releasable 
birds and mammals as educational tools to teach 
30,000 children and adults each year on how to 
co-exist with our wildlife neighbors. Similar programs 
are being developed for scouts, family groups, fairs 
and festivals.   

The continuing education of our volunteers is vital to 
our operation.  Our workshop program was created to 
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2nd Annual

We Like it Wild!

Education Program VolunteerAppreciation

Volunteers are not only the backbone of 
Project Wildlife; they are the heart and soul. 
They are answering the wildlife hotline, they are at the doors of our care 
centers when injured or orphaned wildlife are brought in, they are at 
home tending to animals needing additional care before being released, 
and they are out in the community, educating people on how to live with 
and help wildlife.    

Among the hundreds of volunteers that come through our door each 
year, there are those that contribute through extraordinary efforts and 
one of those people is Raymond Clark. Raymond is a native San Diegan 
and since 1992, has worked on the Cage Building Team. Raymond has 
worked on or built hundreds of cages, often traveling to the site and as-
sisting with assembly. When asked about his motivation, Raymond states, 
“I know that many of our county’s wildlife have a tough time existing and 
that Project Wildlife is their only hope for survival. I want to do all that I 
can to help give the animals a chance for life.” 

Another volunteer that has demonstrated his dedication through many 
years of hard work is Cody Dolnick. Cody has entertained hundreds of 
new volunteers by providing them their very first taste of what it is like to 
work at the central Care Center.  In addition to leading most of our vol-
unteer training sessions, Cody is also a stellar baby room lead, sometimes 
working eight-hour shifts and coming in on extra days. Cody is moving 
out of the area, but plans to come back for long weekends to continue 
helping us feed the babies.

Project Wildlife is also fortunate to work with Wendy Millard, our 
Raccoon Team Leader, and her husband Dave, who have been known 
to camp out in the woods for hours, waiting for the chance to reunite a 
mother raccoon with her babies. They have also spent countless days 
hiking and talking with local rangers and biologists searching for adequate 
space for releases of raccoons. Wendy (who is also on the Opossum and 
Fox Teams) devotes time picking up animals from the central Care 
Center, traveling to home care sites and helping to educate the public 
about San Diego wildlife.  

Every volunteer that commits their time to assisting Project Wildlife 
is making an invaluable contribution to the community. Their hard work 
and sacrifice ensure that Project Wildlife can continue to save lives and 
further its mission: Conservation through Education and 
Wildlife Care.   

Become a Volunteer  

Today!
www.projectwildlife.org
Every volunteer that commits their time to assisting Project 
Wildlife is making an invaluable contribution to our  
community. Their hard work and sacrifice ensure that 
Project Wildlife can continue to fulfill its mission:  
Conservation through Education and Wildlife Care.  

CONSERVATION THROUGH EDUCATION AND WILDLIFE CARE

For more facts about raccoons 
and information about what 
to do if you find one, visit 
www.projectwildlife.org.

Donor Recognition

 	 Raccoons are thought to be related to the bear 
or the dog and the word “raccoon” comes 
from the Indian word “aroughcun” or “ara-
kum,” meaning he scratches with his hands.

	 They feel their food and learn to identify it 
through their senses of touch and smell. A 
raccoon hand has ten times as many nerve 
endings as a human hand.

	 Their black mask helps to reduce glare while 
aiding in camouflage and may enhance night 
vision. Their tails have 5-7 rings and are 
used as fat storage and for balance when 
climbing.

	 Raccoons are carnivores as well as omnivores 
and can be beneficial in reducing unwanted 
pests such as rats, mice, snails and slugs.

	 The Project Wildlife Raccoon Team has res-
cued and rehabilitated over one hundred 
baby, juvenile and adult raccoons this year, 
most of them victims of unnecessary trap-
ping. Through a careful and calm approach, 
raccoons can be encouraged to leave attics, 
yards and chimneys.

Spotlight on 
Racoons
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Wonderful World of Bats
Bats are among the most misunderstood of 
all creatures. Feared because of horror movies 
such as Dracula, these creatures keep our planet 
alive and thriving. Each night native insectivo-
rous bats silently fill the night devouring ap-
proximately 600 mosquito-sized insects in an 
hour. Bats are a farmer’s best friend, and South-
ern California even has a rare nectar feeding bat 
that pollinates night blooming flowers. 

Bats are exceptionally vulnerable to extinction 
because they are the slowest reproducing mam-
mals on earth for their size - most mother bats 
only produce one pup annually. Also, contrary 
to the common myth, bats are not blind; their 
eyesight is almost as keen as their marvelous 
hearing capabilities. Using echolocation, they 
can determine whether an insect has smooth 
antennae or rough antennae. They can also 
determine the species of insect which they are 
hunting. 

Many bats are needlessly killed out of ignorance 
and fear, simply because we do not know just 
how vital they are to our ecosystem. Without 
bats, the mosquito population would rise to a 
record level, increasing the spread of the West 
Nile Virus.

The newly-formed Project Wildlife Bat Team 
has rescued approximately 70 bats this year, 
and helped countless residents remove wayward 
young bats from their homes. Unfortunately we 
could not help them all. A condo complex man-
ager in Oceanside intentionally killed thousands 
of bats roosting in a maternity colony. Prior to 
this horrendous occurrence, our bat team had 
rescued 29 pups at this roost and then safely 
reunited them with their mothers after two days 
of food and fluid therapy. Despite our rescue 
efforts and pleas to wait another month, the 
entire roost was killed before the pups could fly 
and forage on their own. 

There are many misconceptions about bats and 
the Project Wildlife Bat Team educates the 
public about the crucial role bats play in our 
environment in the hope that we can all learn 
to coexist with, and grow to love, these amaz-
ing creatures.

Project Wildlife’s 2nd annual WE LIKE IT 
WILD! was held on Sunday, September 21st 
at The Patio in the heart of La Jolla Village. More than 
150 special guests enjoyed the spectacular views, deli-
cious food and amazing wines that were offered by local 
purveyors. The event was a big success and enjoyed by 
old and new friends to Project Wildlife. The wonderful 
success of WE LIKE IT WILD! would not have been 
possible if not for the leadership of Sarah Shepard who 
was Chair of this year’s event. More than $50,000 was 
raised at the event which will go to support the many 
wonderful programs Project Wildlife provides the San 
Diego Community and our wildlife.    

The renowned Julie Scardina, Animal Ambassador for 
SeaWorld, Busch Gardens and Discovery Cove, was the 
special guest speaker at the VIP Reception. Julie educated 
and entertained our guests with fascinating conservation 
facts and informative details about the animal ambassa-
dors she and her team brought with them from SeaWorld.  
Attendees were also provided a rare treat of hearing from 
long-time friend and supporter of Project Wildlife, the 
celebrated Joan Embery.  Joan spoke to the crowd about 
the diversity of wildlife in our area and the important 
role Project Wildlife has played throughout the years in 
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provide advanced training and it has doubled in size 
in just two years!  Our goals in the coming years are 
to bring in distinguished speakers and educators from 
outside of San Diego County and to host workshops 
for wildlife rehabilitators from across the country.

Another way in which Project Wildlife is reaching out 
is to veterinary clinics, pet stores, animal shelters and 
other animal groups to educate them on how to tri-
age and stabilize injured or orphaned animals for up 
to 24 hours before transferring them to Project Wild-
life.  Through this outreach program, we can develop 
partners to help us rehabilitate San Diego wildlife more 
efficiently and effectively.

Education is key to the mission of Project Wildlife and 
our Education Program reaches out to the community 
to teach children and adults about the beauty and 
value of our wildlife. For more information on our 
Education Program, please visit our website at www.
projectwildlife.org or call us at (858) 866-0555, x208.

rescuing and rehabilitating San Diego County’s precious 
birds and mammals. 

Considered by many the biggest show stealer of all were 
our very own Project Wildlife Animal Ambassadors and 
the incredible Education Team. Many thanks to the 
Education Team for all they do throughout the year to 
further the mission of Project Wildlife: Conservation 
through Education and Wildlife Care.

The event was made possible by the generous support 
of our wonderful sponsors:

Platinum Sponsor - Rita & Brys Myers

Golden Eagle Sponsors - Connie K. Golden,  
Chef Deborah Scott and Supervisor Pam Slater-Price

Silver Fox Sponsors - Ruth Hayward, Imperial House 
Restaurant & Catering, SeaWorld San Diego

Patron Sponsors - Denise & Michael Eyer,  
Daisy & Jim Fitzgerald, Berkman Public Relations  
and Merrill Lynch 

Friends Sponsors - Dr. Lois Lippold, Claudia &  
Robert Nordquest and Sarah & Sean Shepard.
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Carol Crafts with Great Horned Owl with class

Julie Scardina, Jim Fitzgerald, Joan Embery/Keeley Kenefick Photography

Golden Eagle/Ruth Hayward

Bat pup (Myotis species)                     
Steph Stronsick

Cody Dolnick
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